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RESURRECTION

Is Resurrection a Jewish Belief?

Many people associate it with other religions and are surprised to know that it is an
authentic, essential part of Judaism.

There are many references to resurrection in the daily life and observance of a Jew. Here
are but a few from the daily prayers:

Modeh Ani

“Modeh Ani” is recited every morning immediately upon waking. Some commentaries on
the Siddur consider this an affirmation of our faith in Resurrection (Anaf Yosef in Siddur
Otzar HaTefillot). The idea is, just as G-d returns our departed souls to our body each day,
so too He will resurrect the dead.

SNNN N2 ,N9NHNA ONNRY %2 NNNY 0P N TN TI9Y NN DTN

| offer thanks to You, living and eternal King, for You have mercifully restored my soul
within me; Your faithfulness is great.

Elokai Neshama
“Elokai neshama”, one of the daily morning blessings, directly refers to Resurrection:

TNY NNNY 2P NIV DNNL..DINID DNX N DNV 2 NMY NNYY PPN
D5 N2 .. T9D N DTN PAPPA NNWINY AT DI ,NIAD TNYD Y2 NPINNDY NN 1YV
.DXNN DN MNYI PINNN /N NN TN .MNWIN 53 NN DOWYNN

My G-d, the soul which You have placed within me is pure. You created it...and You
preserve it within me. You will eventually take it from me, and restore it within me in the
Time to Come. As long as the soul is within me, | offer thanks to You...Master of all works,
Lord of all souls. Blessed are You, G-d, Who restores souls to dead bodies.

Atah Gibor

The second blessing of the Shemoneh Esreh, the central prayer of the services recited
three or more times a day, praises He who resurrects:

TV ) ,79Y MWD INNNN DPPNI...DMIT DMINI DXNN PNHA..N DIYD NI NNN
LDONN NPNND NNX JPINN .OVIY NNNHDIY 7PNNY DHN TON ,T0 IMT M) MM Dya
.DXNNN NN /N NNX TN

You are mighty G-d...who resurrects the dead with great mercy...and fulfills his trust to
those who sleep in the dust.... Who can be compared to You, King, Who brings death and
restores life, and causes deliverance to spring forth! You are trustworthy to revive the
dead. Blessed are You, G-d, Who revives the dead.
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Ani Ma’amin

Rambam includes belief in the resurrection as one of the thirteen essential tenets of belief
incumbent on every Jew (based on Rambam'’s introduction to his Commentary on the
Mishnah of Sanhedrin, ch. 10):

..N72N NN NN NOYY NYA ©XNNN NONN MNNY ,NNOY MINNID PHNRD IN

| believe with perfect faith that the dead will be brought back to life when G-d wills it to
happen.

Textual References to Resurrection

There are a plethora of references to Resurrection in Jewish sources. Here are some
Scriptural and Talmudic passages, as well as the opinion of early, authoritative
commentaries:

Ezekiel 37

1. The hand of the Lord came upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of the Lord, and
set me down in the midst of the valley, and that was full of bones. 2. And He made me
pass by them round about, and they were exceedingly many on the surface of the valley,
and they were exceedingly dry. 3. Then He said to me; “Son of man, can these bones
become alive?” And | answered, “O Lord G-d, You [alone] know.” 4. And He said to me,
“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord.” 5.
So says the Lord G-d to these bones; Behold, | will cause spirit to enter into you, and you
shall live! 6. And | will lay sinews upon you, and | will make flesh grow over you and cover
you with skin and put breath into you, and you will live, and you will then know that | am
the Lord...12. Therefore, prophesy and say to them, So says the Lord G-d: Lo! | open your
graves and cause you to come up out of your graves as My people, and bring you home to
the land of Israel. 13. Then you shall know that | am the Lord, when | open your graves
and lead you up out of your graves as My people. 14. And | will put My spirit into you, and
you shall live...

Daniel 12:2
“Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awaken, some to everlasting life,
and some to reproach and everlasting contempt. Now go your way to the end and rest,

and you shall arise to your destiny at the end of days.”

[We will see later that several important details about Resurrection are derived from these
passages.]

Pirkei Avot 4:29
PN OXNNM MND DITIDIN...ININ 9PN NYIN 2T

R’ Elazar HaKapar says: “Those who are born are destined to die; those who are dead are
destined to live again”.
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Resurrection from the Torah
Sanhedrin 90b

NN YMNPPN OXY () MNY) ININIY NN I DXNNND NPNND PN ,ININ INDOD 119
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aRhiary

R’ Simai says, Whence do we learn Resurrection from the Torah? - From the verse, ‘And |
also have established My covenant with [the Patriarchs] to give them the Land of Canaan.’
The verse does not say ‘to give you’ but ‘to give them.” [Meaning, since the Land was
given to their descendants, and has not yet been given to them personally] their future
Resurrection is thus proved from the Torah.

Ibid

YINND D DMAN [(HNR] VRN ONMY (N 927H2) NIV 1NNN I DXNNN NMONNY PIN
TN NINR 1NN 1D PINNY IRV XIND DII) XD RO ,DMP O2IWD )INN D) 1)NdN
NN Y 0XNNND NMONND NN .MIN D PIMI DXIYN NYND TNYY

How is Resurrection deduced from the Torah? It is written, “Of [these tithes] you shall give
G-d’s heave-offering to Aaron the priest” (Nu. 18:28). But would Aaron live forever? After
all, he did not enter the Land of Israel and thereby make it possible that terumah be given
to him! Rather, this teaches that he will ultimately be resurrected, and the Jewish people
will give him terumah”.

Description of Resurrection
Sanhedrin 91a

D NN PN NP N RIOY XIOY NN XD N S2OUT IMINX DNODN) 1270 10D DN
P I8P TANY D91 J2 INY TN NPV W DN MY MY RIITNN NINY 7PPaV 7PNI2
OV DD ND VYN 1D X DN JI DR DN I INPY T DN NDIVN 1N DR VIV

An emperor said to Rabban Gamliel: “You maintain that the dead will live again; but they
turn to dust - can dust come to life?” Thereupon the [emperor’s] daughter said to [Rabban
Gamliel]: “Here, let me answer him. In our town there are two potters: one fashions his
vessels from water, and the other from clay. Who is the more praiseworthy?” “He who
fashions them from water,” replied [her father]. She concluded: “If He can fashion man
from water [Rashi: “From a drop of semen which resembles water”], surely he can do so
from clay.”

Ketubot 111b

(QAy ONN) IMNIY DYYIPA PO PIIANINY DIPYTIN PDNY 0P 92 NN N
YN DR ONMY (V> 2 DYI0)) IINIY DDV RIX PY PRI /NIRD VWY PYN INNOY
SN

Chiya bar Yosef said: A time will come when the righteous will break through the soil and
rise up in Jerusalem, for it is written, ‘And they shall blossom out of the city like grass from
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the earth’ (Psalms 72:16) - and ‘city’ alludes to Jerusalem, as in the phrase, ‘For | shall
defend this city’ (Il Kings 19:34).

Sanhedrin 90b

ININOY (AY DYPNN) PNIT 22OV MNT NIYT NINNX N7 NN RNITN XIVINIP NINY
P N2 IR IPTNIW JPYIATI IN POIY PTOW ,PTNIW 1Y NONX /NIND WY YN
DY )MYIAYA DMIAPIV DYPYTS L PYIAD NNOI NRNY NNYIY NPV NVIN NN NVINN

.92 NND NNN

Queen Cleopatra said to R’ Meir: | know that the dead will live again, for it is written, ‘And
they shall blossom out of the city like grass from the earth’ (Psalms 72:16); but when they
arise, will they arise naked or clothed? He replied, You may deduce the answer by
observing a wheat grain. If a grain of wheat, which is buried naked, sprouts forth in many
coverings, how much more so the righteous, who are buried in their garments.

Sanhedrin 92a

DM NYAY KD NIN DN INIY DINY’ (D ODW) 2DNDT ONND YR 27 NN 220 ) INDN
001 INY 9N ,NOXINY DN DN NN T2 MY NON 10NT DN DINY Iy 1N 1)
P NHN PRIV ORYNL I PONONY DN DM 1IN OP 02T XM .NONIN)

TP 2P NN PRIXINY PTION MIPA I PONINY IRY , MNP

R’ Tavi said in the name of R’ Yoshia: “What do we learn from the following text? ‘There
are three things that are never satisfied: ...the grave and the womb.... (Proverbs
30:15,16). How comes the grave next to the womb? - This juxtaposition teaches you that
just as the womb takes in and gives forth again, so the grave takes in and will give forth
again. Moreover, if the womb that takes in silently gives forth with loud noise [i.e., the
crying of the infant], does it not stand to reason that the grave that takes in with a loud
noise [i.e., the wailing of the mourners], will give forth [those who are revived] with a loud
noise?

Rambam, in his Discourse on the Resurrection ch. 4, summarizes the above discussion as
follows:

“The concept of Resurrection - which is well known among our people and accepted
throughout all its circles, and which is often mentioned in the prayers and aggadic
teachings and supplications with which the Talmud and the Midrashim are replete -
signifies the following: The soul will return to the body after they have been separated [by
death]. No Jew has disputed this concept, and it cannot be interpreted other than literally.
One may not accept the view of any Jew who believes otherwise.

“As | shall explain in the present discourse: Why should we not interpret these verses
[regarding the Resurrection] allegorically, as we have done with many other Biblical
verses, departing from their literal meaning? The reason is as follows: The concept of
Resurrection, namely, that the soul will return to the body after death, is expressed by
Daniel [12:2] in such a manner that it cannot be interpreted other than literally: ‘Many of
those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awaken, some to everlasting life, and some
to reproach and everlasting contempt.” Daniel was likewise told by the angel, [Ibid, v. 13]
‘Now go your way to the end and rest, and you shall arise to your destiny at the end of
days.”
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When Will the Resurrection Occur?
Rambam, Hilchot Melachim 11:4

AN52Y NN 9D VAN TITI INXNI PO NN INN TIT 7N ToN TNY ONX)
NPINA DY OIN /N NN DN NPT PINDY DA 12D DRIY DD 915 ,N9 Hyawy
NP, IMIPRA YIPN M) ,1IA0Y MININD DD NN ,MIONM NYY ONX .NOWND XINY

INTNA NOVN DY OIN ORI OINT

If a king will arise from the House of David who, like David his ancestor, delves deeply into
the study of the Torah and observes its mitzvot as prescribed by the Written law and the
Oral law; if he will compel all of Israel to walk in [the way of the Torah] and repair the
breaches [in its observance]; and if he will fight the wars of G-d; - we may, with assurance,
consider him Mashiach. If he succeeds in the above, builds the Temple on its site, and
gathers in the dispersed remnant of Israel, he is definitely the Mashiach.”

From Rambam, it is clear that the sequence of events toward the end of days, even before
Resurrection, is the Coming of the Mashiach, Building of the Temple, and the Ingathering
of the Exiles. This view is based on the verse, “G-d builds Jerusalem, He gathers together
the outcasts of Israel” (Psalms 147:2).

The Zohar (Toldot, Midrash Hane’elam) writes that the next verse in Psalms, “He heals the
brokenhearted and binds up their wounds” (147:3) refers to the Resurrection,
demonstrating that it will occur after the three stages mentioned above — specifically forty
years after the Ingathering of the Exiles.

Nevertheless, several sources indicate that there will be an early, limited Resurrection at
the onset of Redemption:

e Moses will come together with the Prophet Elijah who is considered the harbinger of
the Mashiach (Midrash Rabbah, Parashat Eikev ch. 17).

e Moses, Aaron and his sons will be resurrected at the time Mashiach comes, so that
they will be able to instruct the people in the Temple service and other matters (Tosafot
on Pesachim 114b s.v. echad; Yoma 5b).

Since some special individuals will be resurrected before, or upon, the arrival of the
Mashiach, does the Mashiach himself have to be among the living at the time of the final
redemption, or could Mashiach be of those who are resurrected early?

Recall Rambam quoted above. His description suggests a gradual process whereby a
righteous and learned leader of his generation will fight the wars of G-d, become a
potential Mashiach, go on to build the Temple and then gather in the exiles. Accordingly,
the Mashiach will not himself be of the resurrected.

However, Abarbanel (Yeshuot Meshicho, Sec. 2, Ch. 1, p 104) writes that it is possible that
a righteous individual deemed to be the Mashiach will live, will not become revealed on
account his generation’s lack of merit, but will eventually be resurrected. Similarly, Sedei
Chemed (Pe’at HaSadeh, Ma’arechet Alef, note 70) writes that if Israel is exceedingly
meritorious, Mashiach will be resurrected from the dead in a miraculous manner. Both
opinions are based upon the idea that Mashiach was among those who died before their
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time (Derech Eretz Zuta Ch. 1) and the sages identifying Mashiach as someone who lived
in a previous generation (San. 98b).

Will the Dead of the Diaspora Be Resurrected?
Ketubot 111a

JON NIND 22X ONNIY (19 ORPINY NI DN DN NIND \INAY DXNN NYON /N
DNN 92 NAN M 2NN 0NN 7PNN PN LN NDPIAN PRY DN 7NN N2 NINIANY IN
MMP? ONTAY PRIV DOXNN FTNN PN IND INND PNDIPY IND) TPNN PN (1D 1NPYY)
MY RYIIN Y17 IIN 10N DN YIND \INAYW DIPYTY ,ITYON D). ININD NINay OONn
MYYI MDNN MIAN PN TININ WS OOPTND DNV AT XYD NN ' 1Y PPN o0

VPP ond

R’ Elazar said: The dead of the Diaspora will not be resurrected for it is written, ‘I shall
bestow glory upon the land of life’ (Yechezkel 26:20). [This implies that] the land with My
glory, its dead shall be resurrected; a land without My glory, its dead shall not be
resurrected. R’ Abba bar Mamal objects: It is also written, ‘The dead men of your people
shall live; my dead body shall arise’ (Yeshayahu 26:19). Does not ‘the dead men of your
people’ refer to the dead of the Land of Israel, and ‘my dead body’ refer to the dead of the
Diaspora, [implying that the dead of all lands shall arise]?” [The Gemora asks:] According
to R’ Elazar, is it conceivable that the righteous buried in the Diaspora will not be
resurrected? R’ lla’a answers: They will be resurrected through gilgul [their bodies will be
rolled through the ground]. R’ Abba asks: Is this not painful for the righteous? Abaye
answers: Tunnels will be made for them under the ground.

Note: If the righteous dead of the Diaspora will be resurrected, why did Jacob and Joseph
wish to be buried in the Land of Israel and not outside it (Bereishit 47:29-30; 50:24-25)7?
They were not sure that they would be found worthy of being brought there through the
subterranean channels.

Where Will the Dead of the Diaspora Be Resurrected?
Bereishit Rabbah 96:5

D2X20NN OM WIN MIYNI JMN IYIVY NIND MDNN N0 DI IIY N17apn N
PN .DXTMY DN DN DY M DN 1NN 17PN IRV XNIXD DX DNY TY DONI)
DONX YNINAM MY 0IPMIIPN DINX PNYYN DIXMIIP DX NN NN MY NI )oY
OYW NI NI NIPN WIDT ¥ ANN ONMNY DI XN YNV NN INIY NNTR DN

JTPOY DY NNV IMYIINIY DY) DN 1NN N72PN DRIY NIND DOWIN DNV

What, will G-d do? He will make subterranean passages and they will roll to the Land of
Israel, where G-d will infuse in them a spirit of life and they will arise. And how do we know
this [that the Resurrection will take place in the Land of Israel]? It is written, ‘Behold! | shall
open your graves and raise you up from your graves, O My people, and | shall bring you to
the Land of Israel’ (Yechezkel 37:12-14). Only then does the passage go on to say: ‘I shall
put My spirit into you and you shall live’. Resh Lakish said: It is explicitly written that as
soon as the bodies reach the Land of Israel, G-d will infuse a soul in them, as it is written,
‘He gives a soul to the people upon the Land’ (Yeshayahu 42:5).
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Why in the Land of Israel?
Zohar I, 113b (Midrash HaNe’elam)

D XD NN L,NPNND 72PN TNYY DXNN PN 1230 ORY NYOR 292 0TI 129
72PN YAV 7Y IR IORIVT RYIND XONND NN )00 1IAPINT INNI PINNY)
W WTND 17PN TNY 7PN 127 IIRT DI DINN ROWY DWW NNID
NI TIY NYIN ROV YAV .0INN ROV PIA NOYNIDN 7PN DTN DO NN
D»P DIPNI RON PNNYI PYIAPN PR TIT...0MDWID P2 DI ROV Yav) INIY

DI 9N NHXMP NNWIN PINY YT 0900

R’ Yehudah the son of R’ Elazar asked R’ Chizkiyah: The dead that the Holy One, Blessed
be He, will resurrect, - Why won’t He return their souls in the place where they were buried
and then bring them to live in the Land of Israel? [R’ Chizkiyah] answered: The Holy One
has sworn to build Jerusalem and that it shall never be destroyed. As was said by R’
Yirmiyah: The Holy One, Blessed be He, will renew His world and build Jerusalem and
lower it ready built from above so that it shall never be destroyed. He has sworn that He
will never again exile Israel and He has sworn that the rebuilt Jerusalem shall not be
destroyed...Therefore they will not receive their souls except in a place that will exist
forever so that the soul will exist in the body forever.

The Dead of the Land of Israel Will Arise First
Jerusalem Talmud, Ketubot 12:3

MY NONN 0N PNNY XIX...(FOP ODNN) /OMNN MNINA N MY TOoNNNY
VNN

‘I will walk before G-d in the Land of the Living’ (Psalms 116)...The land whose dead are
‘living’ is first to experience the days of Mashiach.

From What Will the Body Be Resurrected?
Kohelet Rabbah 12:5

INY2D TONYY NN DTN 19NN ,NIN 1A YYIN? 117 DX DIRY MNXY PPNY DNNITN
TV OV 0N 1OY N

Hadrian ‘the bone-crusher asked R’ Yehoshua ben Chananya: ‘From what will a person
sprout forth [be resurrected] in the future? [R’ Yehoshua] replied, ‘From the luz bone in the
spine’.

This involves the ‘Dew of Resurrection’
Jerusalem Talmud, Berachot 5:2

NP YN PNN PHY (1D IMYY) NIV 100501 NONX DMN DINNN PRY PN
IR 9N DINIT NIRY 1NN /D290 DINDT XINY TOV NN DV I 99y M)W NN NP
L0D9N NTIPOAN RYIN) XPYITN DININ
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From where do we know that the dead will not come to life except with ‘dews’? As it
written, ‘May Your dead live, My corpses shall rise; awaken and sing, you who dwell in the
dust, for a dew of lights is your dew, and to the earth You shall cast down.’ (Isaiah 26:19).
What is meant by ‘and to the earth You shall cast down'? R’ Tanchum said: That which
has been deposited in the earth, the earth shall give forth.

Identifying the Luz

As above, Bereishit Rabbah 28:3 also states that the luz is in the spine. Some opinions
locate it at the base of the spine (Rashi on Bereishit Rabbah 28:3; Aruch, s.v. luz).
However, the Arizal identifies it as the bone at the back of the skull upon which the knot of
the tefillin of the head is placed (Likkutei Nach, Parshat Shoftim).

The Luz Bone is Indestructible
Bereishit Rabbah 28:3

L9 NDY IND ,NNN) KDY DI NN ,NITY DV TR D XOAN [N 2 yWind »19)]
DONN XY YLVIN YPIAN JTON PONY , 0OV POY NOM JTON DY NN NV KDY D1NI2
Ru)ple)

[R’ Yehoshua ben Chananya] brought a luz bone from a spine. He put it in water and it
didn’t dissolve, in fire and it didn’t burn, in a mill and it didn’t get crushed. He put it on an
anvil and struck upon it with a hammer; the anvil broke and the hammer split but it didn’t
accomplish anything.

Why Does Resurrection Occur Specifically Through the Luz Bone?

Adam introduced death into the world by eating of the Tree of Knowledge. Those organs
that were nourished at that time, which was a Friday, were destined to demise and decay.
The luz bone alone will never decompose, because it is nourished only by Melaveh
Malkah, the departing meal of Shabbat (Caf HaChaim, Hilchot Shabbat 300:1). Other
opinions explain that the luz bone is the source of Resurrection because: 1] It receives no
nourishment whatsoever from food. 2] It is sustained only by the food of Shabbat. 3] It is
sustained only by the wine of havdalah (Eliyah Rabbah, Orach Chaim, sec. 300).

How Will the Body be Formed?
Bereishit Rabbah 14:5

2XNNN NN D2V .NIN ODWD INPY T NN DIIY INPY DWI XY DIININ INNY Nd2
TN ,MNNYDY OXTH DINNN ,NXIAT TNYY JINR MNNYI OXTH2 DN ,IWIA) Y2
TN 02IY2 .02I1Y2 NN IO NN DDA INPYOY DYWI DX HON MIA...9va Nyl
, VA2 MY NN XIAD TNYY GX TO .MNNYI) DT NI IV A DONNN

MNNYY XTI M)

Beit Shammai say, The formation of a person in this world is not like his formation in the
World to Come. In this world, [formation of the embryo] starts with the skin and flesh, and
finishes with sinews and bones. But in the Future to Come [Resurrection], the body will
begin to take shape with sinews and bones, and the skin and flesh will follow; Beit Hillel
say, Just as formation in this world, so will be his formation in the Future to Come. In this
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world formation commences with skin and flesh and concludes with sinews and bones. So
too in the Future to Come, formation of the body will begin with skin and flesh, and finish
with sinews and bones.

In What Form Will the Body be Resurrected?
As at death:
Sanhedrin 91b

DT IN (ND YY) XNDY /DTN NTOM NN NDD 7Y DL (XD 11PN 2>ND N0 DY
P2IIA PTNIY TN NN N2V DONIN DD I2TH2 IYPIAI ¥ OIN )IYO )IM ND XD
JPNOINN)

Resh Lakish contrasted two verses: It is written, ‘[l will gather them in...] Among them will
be the blind and the lame, the woman with child together with the woman in labor.
(Yirmiyahu 31:8). And yet another verse states: ‘Then shall the lame man leap like a hart,
and the tongue of the dumb shall sing, for waters shall break forth in the wilderness, and
streams in the desert’ (Yeshayahu 35:6). How so? - They shall rise with their defects and
then be healed.

Zohar lll, 91a

S PIDY PR IIRY .POID IN PN )P 291 IINYT NN ,RIOYND NI TI N KN
Y20 NIN T2 RYTIP ,IN29) AYNNT NN XINKT NI RXOT X129 NN PIP?
WY TAN 7 7P KIND D2 PTI X992 DY NNDY N> PTIY,70P PRYOVW PNONYN

SINN

Come and see, when they will awaken from the dust, as they went in they will rise, lame or
blind. If they entered lame or blind, they will rise with the same garment [body] so that
none would say it is another who was revived. Afterward, the Holy One, blessed be He,
will heal them so they will be whole before Him, and the world will be whole in everything.
Regarding this the verse says, “on that day G-d shall be one, and His Name One”
(Zecharyah 14:9).

By contrast, the following suggests the body will be resurrected anew:
Pirkei d’Rabbi Eliezer, ch. 34

NDPD NON 9NN Y2 MONWUN IPRY TY XIND I9¥2 PYIN MANN D :IMIX )WHY 119
NIPOYI NI2AD TNYDY .NDYA 29¥NN RINY NYWI NIRD 19¥2 29yNN1 XM 2P THIN
29VNN XINY NYYI XIND T9Y2 27YNNY XIND MAND DI ,NTPO Y XIND 172pn

DN NN N2 N9 XINY NYWI DI R NN DI DX NDYNI NI NN ,NDIYA

R’ Shimon says: All bodies come in contact with the earth until nothing remains of the body
except a small portion of decayed matter that is mixed with the ground like leavening
mixed in dough. In the future time, when the Holy One, blessed be He, calls upon the earth
to return its deposit, all of the body that is mixed in the dust of the earth like leaven mixed
in dough, will beautify, increase and establish the entire body without blemish just as
leaven beautifies and increases the dough.
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Do the Righteous Decompose before Resurrection?

Ordinarily, the bodies of the perfectly righteous do not decompose in the grave. For
example, the verse recording the death of Moses states, “His eye had not dimmed, and his
vigor had not diminished” (Deut. 34:7). Rashi writes, “even after death, his life fluids
remained within him; decomposition did not affect him.” There are many examples of this
in the Talmud as well:

Baba Batra 58a

P71 NPYAN ,NINND 915210 29T XNIYNDN KVND I 22DV VYOVN MNT RYNNN XINN
NN .7IPYTA 7PVAN ,RAN TN OMINN MVYD .7PAY 7PN XMLNI DN MIN NNN
PIPYTY NOTN XIGDN YNMNRT TY MPIAY KD MIAN

A certain magician used to dig after the dead for the purpose of stripping them [of their
clothing]. When he arrived at the burial cave of R’ Tuvi bar Matna, [R’ Tuvi] grasped him by
the beard. Abaye came and said [to R’ Tuvi], ‘With your permission sir, please release
him'. [He did so.] The next year the magician returned [to the burial cave of R’ Matha
intending to strip him of his clothes] and R’ Tuvi grasped him by his beard. Abaye
appeared [and pleaded for his release but] R’ Tuvi would not let him go until Abaye
brought scissors and cut off his beard.

Shabbat 152b

P2 YININX) INNX PYNY 12 ONNNX 27 1N TN .JIN) 27T RYIND 29D NNT OXOP 1IN
92 ONOAN NIN 7D NN I I NN LD NN RAX XTI )2 N )N 29D
ONP TOIPNRT LD N PNV XIRD DY 19YN 2IWY NI RIP XN [DVR]..DIUN
1252 NNRIP D WOV N DO NP MNNY APY (T ODWN) NOT DVN TOIPR ND

LDX1PAN PMNNY PR 12V NINIP 1T PRY D5 ,001P0 PIINNY

Some gardeners were digging in the property of Rav Nachman. Rav Achai bar Yoshia
[who was buried there in the ground] grumbled at them. They went and told Rav Nachman,
Someone grumbled at us [from in the ground]. [Rav Nachman] came and said to him, Who
are you sir? He said, | am Achai bar Yoshia...[Rav Nachman said to Rav Achai], behold
the verse says, ‘The dust on the earth will return as it was’. He replied, you may have read
Ecclesiastes, but you haven't read Proverbs as it's written, ‘Jealousy decays the bones’
(Prov. 14) — anyone who has jealousy in his heart, his bones decompose; anyone that
doesn’t have jealousy in his heart, his bones will not decompose.

Nevertheless, the above-mentioned source concludes that even the righteous who did not
decay after death in this world, will return to dust for a short while before the Resurrection:

Ibid

TRYTR 15 710 N .RNAT NMND 0 OIPD 7P NN .RWYWN 712 TINRT N YY)
DMK JDPMNAP NN NN /N NN D DNYTY (37 IRPINY) 2NIT NPIP KD MN) IDANT
NN OTP NNX NYY XIND DR /2IVWN 19Y DR NNX 19Y 17 () PYRIL) dNOM

.0ONNN
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[Rav Nachman] felt him and saw that there was substance [to Rav Achai’s body]. He said
to him, Stand up sir and come into the house. He replied, Apparently you haven’t even
read the Prophets, as there it is written: ‘And you shall know that | am G-d when | open up
your graves...” (Yechezkel 37). He responded, behold it is written, ‘You are dust and to
dust you shall return’ (Gen. 3). [Rav Yoshia] answered, that is referring to shortly before
the Resurrection.

This is because since the sin of the Tree of Knowledge tainted the world with evil, even the
bodies of the completely righteous need to be refined to attain the degree of purity
necessary to experience the state of perfection that will exist after Resurrection.

Will Those Who Will be Alive at the Time of the Resurrection Need to Die?
Zohar Il, 108b

TINX MIN [ ININD) JNIN ,RINK XIVDN MN RMND ROWYN TY NN TPHONR OIN
NN PO RN 7D, RMNT RNYY MDYV RIT NOX DD NXINY NINNAT NI /7PNN)
JNDTA NNAOY RN LODD RNOYD RNMT XINDND IRNY XROT 1PII DROX T I 0PN

NI T2 RYTIPT N YT

“I cause death and bring life”. Until this moment, death was brought about via the Other
Side; from this time on, ‘I will cause death and give life”. [Meaning] From that time on [from
Resurrection] all those who did not experience the taste of death [and were still alive at the
time of the Resurrection], will experience death directly from G-d and then rise immediately
back to life. Why [is it necessary that those living then experience momentary death]? In
order that no impurity will remain in the world and that there be a new world brought about
from the workings of the Holy One, blessed be He.

Since at that time G-d will remove the worldly impurity that causes death, the bodies of
those who are then alive will have to be dissembled and reconstructed to live forever - this
involves a momentary death followed by resurrection.

The Resurrection of Non-Jews
Bereishit Rabbah 13:6

,ODTND DOXNNN NMNNY .0NNN NONNN [0MIWI] DOYTH NN XIN 72 7MN 119
D221 X720 IR [DDWYN] ,ONRIVD DXNNN NONN .NNNADY DTRD [DDWN)]

R’ Chiya bar Abba said, Rain is greater than the Resurrection of the Dead. Resurrection is
only for humans, while rain benefits man and animals. Resurrection is only for the Jewish
people, while rain is for Jews and non-Jews as well.

This suggests that only Jews are resurrected, but gentiles are not. However, the
commentaries differ on this point. Yefei Toar (on the Midrash) explains that it includes
righteous gentiles as well. Similarly, the Zohar (I, 181b) states that the idolatrous nations of
the world will not be resurrected, perhaps implying that the righteous gentiles will.
Abarbanel, in Ma’ayanei HaYeshuah p. 11a, writes that Resurrection will apply to all of
mankind. He notes two purposes: 1] All the dead will be resurrected - the righteous to
enjoy the benefits they merited, and the enemies of Israel in order to witness their own
ultimate downfall. 2] In order for the nations to realize the folly of their beliefs and to
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acknowledge G-d as King - as in the prophecy, “For | shall then make the nations pure of
speech, so that they will all call upon the Name of G-d and serve Him with one purpose”
(Tzephaniah 3:9). Still other authorities are of the opinion that only the righteous will merit
Resurrection (see R’ Sa’adiah Gaon, Emunot VeDeyot, ch. 7; Rambam, Perush
HaMishnayot, Sanhedrin, ch. 10; Ramban, Sha’'ar HaGemul, sec. 11).

Summary of the Order of Resurrection

We have seen above that Moses, Aaron and his sons will be resurrected with the coming
of Mashiach so that they will be able to instruct and lead the people. Another source
indicates that Moses will come together with Eliyahu HaNavi even before Mashiach.
Elsewhere, the Midrash states that Moses was buried in the desert with his people so that
upon Resurrection he will lead them all to the Land (V’etchanan 2:10). Combining these
two Midrashim, Moses together with his whole generation will be resurrected and will
appear with Eliyahu upon the arrival of Mashiach (Lev Chaim, Vol. I, p. 32). Other
righteous individuals will also be resurrected early on; as a reward for their lifelong service,
they will participate in the rejoicing of Mashiach, and the rebuilding of the Temple.
Furthermore, Masters of Torah learning will rise before those who excel in the observance
of mitzvoth (Zohar |, 182a).

According to one tradition, the dead will be summoned by name in alphabetical order
(Midrash quoted in Ohev Yisrael, Likkutim on Parashat Berachah). The Mabit (in Beit
Elokim, Sha’ar HaYesodot, end of sec. 55) points out that according to this view, Adam will
rise first since his name begins with alef. Alternatively, he suggests that perhaps the
alphabetical order will apply only within each generation, while the Resurrection of each
generation will take place in historical order. The last of all will be the Patriarchs: When
they finally rise, their joy at encountering all their righteous descendants in Jerusalem with
the rebuilt Temple, will be boundless. May we merit seeing all this, speedily in our days!
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